We report a new simple non culture technique for the diagnosis of chlamydial eye 
Summary
We report a new simple non culture technique for the diagnosis of chlamydial eye disease. The immune dot-blot test (IDBT) detects chlamydial lipopolysaccharide (LPS) antigen which, after being trapped on nitrocellulose membrane, is detected by autoradiography with 12s I_Iabelled genus specific monoclonal antibody. This test was evaluated over a two year period in adults and neonates, by comparing it to culture, serological detection of chlamydial antibodies and clinical features. We demonstrate that the IDBT is more than twice as sensitive as culture, and suggest that in order to achieve a reliable diagnosis of chlamydial eye infection an immunological test for chlamydial antigen should be used in preference to tests which detect the organisms themselves.
Chlamydia trachomatis is a common cause of sexually transmitted disease which is esti mated to account for over 50% (Table II) . As in the affected adults, signifi cantly more culture negative babies were on treatment at the time they were swabbed than the culture positive group (p<O.01, Fishers exact test).
In total, sixty patients were positive by IDBT. Pathogenic bacteria were concurrently grown from the eyes of three of these patients, all of whom were neonates. Staphylococcus aureus was recovered from all these three swabs and one also grew Streptococcus vir idans. In addition, C. trachomatis was also cultured from the eye of one of these babies.
Discussion
In this study all 17 specimens which yielded C. l' Serological titres of chlamydial antibodies were all greater than 11320, apart from one result of 1/160. 
